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Date: 29 March 2017 
Our ref:  210933 
Your ref: HS/FA/16/00330 
  

 
 
Mr Sam Batchelor 
Development Management Team 
Aquila House, Breeds Place 
Hastings 
TN24 3UY 
 
 
BY EMAIL ONLY 
 

 
 Customer Services 
 Hornbeam House 

 Crewe Business Park 
 Electra Way 

 Crewe 
 Cheshire 

 CW1 6GJ 

 
 T 0300 060 3900 

  

 
Dear Mr Batchellor 
 
Planning consultation: Application: HS/FA/16/00330 The erection of a car showroom and 
workshop, display parking, customer car parking, internal access road and landscaping. Queensway 
North, Queensway, St Leonards-on-sea 
 
Location: Queensway North, St Leonards-on-sea. 
 
Thank you for your further consultation on the above application.  
 
Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the 
natural environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future 
generations, thereby contributing to sustainable development.  
 
Marline Valley Woods Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)  
Natural England’s concerns regarding the development of this site pertain to the complex and 
varying hydro-geology of the Queensway North site and the fact that the SSSI’s Interest features 
(bryophytes) are hydro-geologically linked to the application site. Any change in the existing hydro-
geological regime caused by the development of Queensway North has the potential to impact 
deleteriously on the SSSI’s interest features.  
 
I refer you to our most recent comments of December 2016 regarding this application. We advised 
that the scheme needs to be revised to include a clear SuDS based scheme for water management:  
 
You have subsequently advised that the applicants have not provided the requested permeable 
SuDS features as requested by Natural England, and specifically ask whether this aspect of the 
application can be provided by condition. You also refer to the conditions suggested by Charlie 
Cooper and ask if we would agree to these. 
 
Natural England notes the conditions and supports the content of these regarding the need to 
provide a water drainage scheme and the requirement for in-perpetuity management. However 
Natural England’s concerns pertain to the potential for the development to damage the downstream 
SSSI and the clear requirement for any water drainage scheme to be SuDS- based.  We have 
stated this variously in our previous correspondence and have advised that features such as 
swales, green roofs and permeable paving should be incorporated into the development to address 
our concerns. The requirement for this is also clearly echoed in the letter from ESCC. Therefore 
should your authority be minded to grant planning permission in the absence of our clear advice to 
incorporate these measures, leaving the detail to a condition, any condition  would need to  clearly 
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state the need to provide a SuDS-based system with permeable paving, swales and green roofs 
and that this would need to be agreed with Natural England.  
 
We are disappointed that the applicant has not yet provided these measures as we feel the 
requirement for these has been explicit.  
 
In considering the above Natural England would remind your authority to securing measures to 
enhance the biodiversity, if it is minded to grant permission for this application. This is in accordance 
with Paragraph 118 of the NPPF. Additionally, we would draw your attention to Section 40 of the 
Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act (2006) which states that ‘Every public authority 
must, in exercising its functions, have regard, so far as is consistent with the proper exercise of 
those functions, to the purpose of conserving biodiversity’. Section 40(3) of the same Act also states 
that ‘conserving biodiversity includes, in relation to a living organism or type of habitat, restoring or 
enhancing a population or habitat’. 
 
Should the details of this application change, Natural England draws your attention to Section 28(I) 
of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended), requiring your authority to re-consult Natural 
England. 
 
If your Authority is minded to grant consent for this application without the information 
recommended above, we refer you to Section 28I (6) of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as 
amended), specifically the duty placed upon your authority, requiring that your Authority; 

 Provide notice to Natural England of the permission, and of its terms, the notice to include a 
statement of how (if at all) your authority has taken account of Natural England’s advice; and  

 Shall not grant a permission which would allow the operations to start before the end of a 
period of 21 days beginning with the date of that notice. 

 
We would be happy to comment further should the need arise but if in the meantime you have any 
queries please do not hesitate to contact us.  
 
For any queries relating to the specific advice in this letter only please contact Rebecca Pearson on 
0300 060 4090. For any new consultations, or to provide further information on this consultation 
please send your correspondences to consultations@naturalengland.org.uk. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Rebecca Pearson 
Lead Adviser 
Sustainable Development  
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